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heaviest blow of all, since it makes no longer possible the alliance
of the three dictatorships for which there was at least a plausible
case so long as Russia was kept at arms' length by the Western
Powers. The Entente Cordiale and its circle of allies has
quickly been resuscitated. There has sprung up again almost
in a night the whole front before which Germany succumbed
twenty years ago. The small neutral States, too, forced at
present to take a cautious line on account of the dangerous
proximity of the Reich, will stand on the side of the democracies
at latest on the day of the outbreak of war; they will very likely,
in any case, be driven to do so by the pressure of National
Socialist aggression. Thus Germany will realize the full extent
of her isolation only on the day on which it has become too late
for any change of course, and the mechanism of a general
mobilization has been irrevocably set going.
Finally, the United States have spoken. In the form of an
offer for the preservation of peace, President Roosevelt has
made it plain that America's inexhaustible material resources
will be at the disposal of Germany's opponents in any emer-
gency. This crushing fact, revealing that once more a main
element in the National Socialist calculations had been wrongly
assessed, produced a reaction in Germany that was not sur-
prising; but the nature of the reaction was none the less
irrational, even if Hitler had no alternative but to reject the
offer, since it would have compelled him to negotiate on a
plane on which he would have been unable to maintain his
footing. No cunning misinterpretation, no open or veiled
allusion to President Wilson, can hide the fact that Roosevelt's
demand for a guarantee on behalf of thirty States placed Hitler
in a difficult tactical situation, forcing him for the first time
on to the defensive and into acceptance of the opponent's
initiative, a new and perhaps a serious situation for him. He
will have no choice but to recognize the peaceful aim of the
great new coalition, to make much of his own will to peace,